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soon as the officers, who have in charge this preparatmn, have
made out the necessary statements. «
Very respectlully, yours &c.
FRANCIS THOMAS, President.
His Excellency, : |
Wwm. Grason, Governor of Maryland.

Report f Ellwood Morris, Chief Eagineer qf the Chesapeake and
Ohio Canal.

CHESAPEAKE AND Onio CANAL LINE,
December 31st, 1840,  *

To the President and Directors of the Chesapeake and Ohio Canal.

GENTLEMEN :—Pursuant to your order of December 15¢h
1840, directing me to report, —Ist. Generally upon the State of
the work above dam No. 6.—2nd, Upon its probable aggregate
cost, and the amount of work now done and to be done &c. &c.

I have the hionor to submit the following Report, whick though
somewhat more general, will be found to comprise the 1st
head of your instructions.

And with a view to perspiculty, I propose to treat the sub-
jects considered, in three divisions :
l.—Entering succinctly into the history and design of the

work, viewing it as a route connecting the Western

waters with the sea.
2.—Treating of the canal Low under construction from Cum-
berland 50 miles down stream to dam No. 6. |

3.—Noticing briefly the condition and prospects of the finished

Canal, now navigated upstream from Georgetown to dam
No. 6. a dgistance of 154 miles.

It was both my wish and design to accompany my report at
this time with a minute estimate of the probable cost of com-
pleting the unfinished 50 miles, and of the work done and to
be done as required by the 2nd head of your instructions :

But, owing to an unavoidable absence from the line during
all Nov embee, in attendance upon the United States Court,
and also to the absence of certain original data—oilicially pre-
pared in 1839 by the numerous officers then in service and de-
posited in the oflice of the Chief Engineer at Cumberland ;
which data, it is singular, is not now to be found esther there or
in the Canal Office at Frederick, having evidently been abstract-
ed by some one—I find mysell unable to accomplish that pur-
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